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SUBJECT: THAI POLICE ARREST BURMESE DISSIDENT LEADER JIMMY YANG 
REF: A. BANGKOK 0318 B. STATE 7396 

1. THE THAI POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH ARRESTED JIMMY YANG AT A BANGKOK 
HOTEL JANUARY 7 ON CHARGES OF ILLEGAL ENTRY INTO THAILAND AND POS- 
SESSION OF A FAKED THAI IDENTIFICATION CARD. YANG IS THE LEADER 

OF THE KOKANG RESISTANCE FORCE (A SMALL BURMESE DISSIDENT GROUP) 

AND A COUNCIL MEMBER OF THE PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY PARTY WHICH 
U NU LED UNTIL HIS DEPARTURE FROM THAILAND. YANG IS ALSO A KNOWN 
TRAFFICKER IN NARCOTICS. 

2. YANG HAS LIVED IN CHIANG MAI FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, 

WHERE HE WAS FORMERLY ASSISTANT MANAGER OF THE RINCOME HOTEL. THAI 
POLICE RECEIVED INFORMATION ABOUT ONE MONTH AGO THAT YANG HAD 
LEFT CHIANG MAI AND WAS STAYING AT THE RENO HOTEL IN BANGKOK. 

3. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, ASSISTANT POLICE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
POL. LT. GEN. VITOON YASAWAT SAID THAT "NORMAL LEGAL PROCEDURES" 
WOULD BE BROUGHT AGAINST YANG, IMPLYING THAT THE RTG MIGHT DEPORT 
HIM TO BURMA AFTER HE SERVES HIS TERM HERE. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS NOT CLEAR WHY THAI POLICE ARRESTED YANG NOW, 

SINCE THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM ARE OLD AND POLICE HAVE KNOWN HIS 
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WHEREABOUTS FOR SOME TIME. WE CAN ONLY SPECULATE THAT YANG'S 
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ARREST INDICATES A HARDER RTG POLICY TOWARD BURMESE DISSIDENT 
GROUPS OPERATING FROM THAILAND. OTHER INDICATIONS THAT RTG POLICY 
IS CHANGING ARE: DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SUKICH NIMMANHAEMIN'S 
STATEMENTS TO AMBASSADOR KINTNER (REFTEL A), THE REPORT THAT 
THAI POLICE MAY BE QUESTIONING MEMBERS OF U NU'S FAMILY (REFTEL B), 

AND POLICE DIRECTOR GENERAL PRACHUAB SUNTHARANGKUL S STATEMENT 
THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT WILL CRACK DOWN ON GUN SMUGGLERS (SEPTEL). 

KINTNER 
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